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~A Thanksgiving Tradition~



Overview
A Thanksgiving Tradition

The Carolinas’ Carrousel Parade has been the traditional kick-off of the holiday se ason in this 
region since 1947. 

The parade, also known as the Carolinas’ Thanksgivin g Day Parade, has been recognized as the 
fourth largest Thanksgiving Parade in the United St ates by TravelMuse.com.

Your participation in this event will be seen, enjo yed and appreciated by thousands of families 
who are eager to welcome the start of their holiday  activities.

Audience: Adults and children of all ages attend the parade.
26% have children in the home between the ages of 2  and 11.

Date: Thanksgiving Day – Thursday, November 25, 2010
Time: 10am to 12noon
Location: Uptown Charlotte – Tryon Street from 9 th to 3 rd Street, ending 

at 3 rd and Davidson Street.
Admission: The parade is a FREE event, open to the public.
Attendance: Approximately 110,000 people came uptown to see the  

2009 parade and about 230,000 watched the WBTV and 
Time Warner Cable On-Demand broadcasts of the parad e.



Carrousel 
Scholarship Program

• Sponsorship support helps Carolinas’ Carrousel, Inc . produce the Belk Carolinas’ Carrousel 
Parade, and also funds the Carrousel Scholarship Program .

• Area high schools are invited to select a senior g irl as their Carrousel Representative. Up 
to 60 schools participate each year.

• Scholarships are awarded on the basis of academic excellence, community involvement 
and presentation skills. 

• Carrousel Reps submit a detailed application with school transcripts, SAT scores and 
letters of recommendation; go through an interview process with our scholarship judges; 
and participate in our Awards Ceremony at which the  Carrousel Queen and her Court
are selected.

• Senior members of high school marching bands appea ring in the Parade are also eligible 
for scholarship awards.

• These outstanding students receive scholarships pa id to the colleges of their choice.
• Past scholarship winners have gone on to highly su ccessful college careers, advanced 

degrees and professional endeavors.



Past Sponsors & Participants

The parade and its affiliated scholarship program h ave enjoyed 
the support of many Charlotte-area companies and or ganizations, 

including:

•Belk
•Autobell Car Wash
•Food Lion
•Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority
•Fifth Third Bank
•CPI Security Systems
•Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
•Central Piedmont Community College
•Piedmont Natural Gas
•Duke Energy
•Time Warner Cable 
•Charlotte Bobcats
•WBTV

•Carolina Clowns
•May 20 th Society
•Charlotte Center City Partners
•Mecklenburg County Sheriff’s Office
•McDonald’s
•Carolinas Aviation Museum
•drumSTRONG
•Bojangles
•WPEG and WBAV
•Kiss 95.1 and K104.7
•WTVI
•WGIV
•Creative Loafing



The 2009 Parade



How You Can Get Involved

Carolinas’ Carrousel, Inc. is honored to have Charlo tte-based retailer Belk as 
the title sponsor for the Carolinas’ Carrousel Parad e. Belk has been part of the 
parade since its inception in 1947 and its on-going  support is invaluable.

But your help is also needed to make the parade and  the Carrousel 
Scholarship Program thrive and grow to effectively represent the strength and 
vitality of this region.

Many levels of partnership opportunities are availa ble (see the following 
pages). If you would prefer to offer your support i n other ways—tax deductible 
contributions, donations of goods and/or services, volunteering your time and 
effort—please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Please join Belk and other Carrousel partners 
and be an integral part of this time-honored 
regional tradition!



2010 Partnership Opportunities

Thanksgiving Feast Partner Level

Your $10,000 commitment entitles you to:

•A professionally designed parade float featuring y our name and logo.
•Custom float décor (valued at < $1,000) to reinforce your brand and/or promotional 
programs. 

� Additional customization available at your expense.
•Your staff and/or family and friends riding on the  float.

� Carrousel Representatives may ride on your float. N otify Carrousel by October 15 if you 
choose this option.

•Logo link to your website from Parade website.
•Your logo and name featured during the WBTV broadc ast of the Parade.
•Your logo on the official banner carried at the be ginning of the Parade and on the banner 
displayed on the Parade Judges’ stand (visible durin g the broadcast).
•Fourteen (14) seats in the VIP viewing stands for the Parade.
•A press release announcing your sponsorship and su pport of the Parade.

•A full-page ad in the program for the Carrousel Sc holarship Program 
Awards Ceremony.
•Your logo featured in the Awards Ceremony program.
•Sponsor recognition during the Awards Ceremony pre sentation.
•Six (6) tickets to the Carrousel Scholarship Progr am Awards Ceremony.



Your $5,000 commitment entitles you to:

•A professionally designed parade float featuring y our name and logo.
•Custom float décor (valued at < $250) to reinforce your brand and/or promotional pr ograms. 

� Additional customization available at your expense.
•Your staff and/or family and friends riding on the  float.

� Carrousel Representatives may ride on your float. N otify Carrousel by October 15 if you 
choose this option.

•Logo link to your website from Parade website.
•Your logo and name featured during the WBTV broadc ast of the Parade.
•Eight (8) seats in the VIP viewing stands for the Parade.

•Your name in the program for the Carrousel Scholar ship Program Awards Ceremony.
•Sponsor recognition during the Awards Ceremony pre sentation.
•Four (4) tickets to the Carrousel Scholarship Prog ram Awards Ceremony.

2010 Partnership Opportunities

Cornucopia Partner Level



Your $3,000 commitment entitles you to:

•A professionally designed parade float featuring y our name. Customization available at your 
expense. 
•Your staff and/or family and friends riding on the  float.

� Carrousel Representatives may ride on your float. N otify Carrousel by October 15 if you 
choose this option.

•Logo link to your website from Parade website.
•Your logo and name featured during the WBTV broadc ast of the Parade.
•Four (4) seats in the VIP viewing stands for the P arade.

•Your name in the program for the Carrousel Scholar ship Program Awards Ceremony.
•Two (2) tickets to the Carrousel Scholarship Progr am Awards Ceremony.

2010 Partnership Opportunities

Holiday Partner Level



Your $1,500 commitment entitles you to:

•A professionally designed parade float featuring y our name. Customization available at your 
expense. 
•Carrousel Representatives riding on the float.
•Partner acknowledgement on Parade website.
•Your name featured during WBTV broadcast of the Pa rade.
•Four (4) seats in the VIP viewing stands for the P arade.

•Your name in the program for the Carrousel Scholar ship Program Awards Ceremony.
•Two (2) tickets to the Carrousel Scholarship Progr am Awards Ceremony.

(Limited to a maximum of seven [7] Rep Host Partner s)

2010 Partnership Opportunities

Rep Host Partner Level



*Your providing > $1,000 in media exposure for the Parade entitles yo u to:

•A professionally designed parade float featuring y our name. Customization available at your 
expense. 
•Your staff and/or family and friends riding on the  float.

� Carrousel Representatives may ride on your float. N otify Carrousel by October 15 if you 
choose this option.

•Logo link to your website from Parade website.
•Your name featured during the WBTV broadcast of th e Parade.
•Four (4) seats in the VIP viewing stands for the P arade.

•Your name in the program for the Carrousel Scholar ship Program Awards Ceremony.
•Two (2) tickets to the Carrousel Scholarship Progr am Awards Ceremony.

*By September 20, you must submit a proposal to Caro linas’ Carrousel, Inc. describing the media exposure  the 
Parade will receive. A report indicating air times or publication dates is required as soon as possibl e after the 
Parade.

2010 Partnership Opportunities

Media Partner



*Your donation of goods/services valued at > $500 entitles you to:

•Logo link to your website from Parade website.
•Your name featured during the WBTV broadcast of th e Parade.
•Two (2) seats in the VIP viewing stands for the Pa rade.

•Your name in the program for the Carrousel Scholar ship Program Awards Ceremony.
•Two (2) tickets to the Carrousel Scholarship Progr am Awards Ceremony.

*Contact Carolinas’ Carrousel, Inc. to discuss your d onation of goods and/or services. 

2010 Partnership Opportunities

In-Kind Partner



Carolinas’ Carrousel, Inc. depends on the generous s upport of partners and benefactors to make the 
Carolinas’ Carrousel Parade and the Carrousel Schola rship Program possible. If the various partnership levels 
we offer are not appropriate for your company or or ganization or for you as an individual, please consi der a 
tax-deductible contribution at a level more comfort able for you.

You may want to support a specific aspect of our Pa rade or Scholarship Program. For example, your 
company or organization may choose to fund the audi o/visual presentation at our Scholarship Awards 
Ceremony or some of the food and beverage functions  for our Carrousel Reps. Perhaps you would like to 
provide the funding for the Parade VIP Viewing area  in uptown Charlotte or another parade feature. We are 
happy to discuss any possibilities with you.

The donations we receive help us with our operating  expenses and support our efforts throughout the yea r. 
As a benefactor of Carolinas’ Carrousel, you will be  able to watch the 2010 Carolinas’ Carrousel Parade 
knowing that you helped give families in the Charlo tte region a very special holiday celebration and a lso 
contributed toward the college funds for our 2010 C arrousel Scholarship recipients.

As an Honorary Benefactor, you will receive:

•Logo link on the Carolinas’ Carrousel Parade websit e Partner page.
•Your name in the program for the Carolinas’ Carrous el Scholarship Awards Ceremony.
•Two (2) seats in the VIP viewing stands for the Pa rade OR two (2) tickets to the Awards 
Ceremony.

2010

Honorary Benefactor



2010 
Carolinas’ Carrousel Parade 

Partnership Levels

*Additional customization available 
at sponsor’s expense (any 

sponsorship level)

222246Tickets to Awards Ceremony

XXRecognition during Awards 
Ceremony

XXXXXXName in Awards Ceremony 
Program

Full page ad + LogoAd & Logo in Awards Ceremony 
Program

XPress Release re Sponsorship

2444814VIP Seats at Parade

XLogo on banners in/at Parade

Name onlyName onlyName onlyXXXLogo & name featured during 
Parade broadcast

XXXXXLogo link on Parade website

Sponsor option 
(in lieu of sponsor 

personnel)

XSponsor option 
(in lieu of sponsor 

personnel)

Sponsor option 
(in lieu of sponsor 

personnel)

Sponsor option 
(in lieu of sponsor 

personnel)

Carrousel Representatives 
on float

XXXXSponsor personnel on float

<$250 value<$1,000 valueCustom décor on float*

XXSponsor logo on float

XXXXXSponsor name on float

XXXXXProfessionally designed float

In-Kind Partner
>$500 value 

donated 
goods/services

Media Partner
>$1,000 media 
exposure for 

Parade

Rep Host 
Partner
$1,500

Holiday
Partner
$3,000

Cornucopia
Partner
$5,000

Thanksgiving Feast
Partner
$10,000

Benefits



Contact Information

For inquiries, please contact Linda Healy Vespa, ex ecutive director of Carolinas’ Carrousel, Inc., 
at 704-525-0250 or e-mail at linda@carrouselparade.org

~A Thanksgiving Tradition~


